
Board of Trustees October 12, 2020 
Coeur d'Alene School District 271   
Midtown Center Meeting Room Special Meeting 11:30  AM 

 
Minutes 

 
At 11:30 a.m. Chair Casey Morrisroe called the meeting to order.  Trustees Lisa May and Rebecca Smith 
were present.  Trustees Jennifer Brumley and Tambra Pickford joined by phone. 
 
Approval of the Agenda:  Motion by Mrs. May to approve the agenda as presented, second by Mrs. 
Smith, passed 5-0. 
 
COVID Case Notification:  Dr. Cook said he’s received some feedback about the process of notification 
and a request to notify at the classroom level while balancing privacy rights along with what’s 
manageable.  Legal counsel Megan O’Dowd provided a summary about the main issue of FERPA 
regulations regarding the disclosure of student information including health records.  Is disclosure at the 
classroom level is a violation?  This must always be looked at on a case by case basis with individual 
analysis.  When would an exception apply for school wide vs. classroom level notification?  With written 
consent, information can be disclosed.  There are inconsistencies in school districts in other areas.  The 
district must justify the need to know for a classroom disclosure vs. a school disclosure.  For other 
communicable diseases, school wide notification is widely used working in conjunction with the health 
department. 
 
Mrs. May feels the safety emergency exception within FERPA should allow for classroom notification.  
Mr. Morrisroe asked if we could we notify at a specific grade level rather than a specific classroom?  
Scott Maben spoke about the process of notification at this time.  Notification at the classroom level may 
require a change to the reopening plan.  Is this an elementary only issue or should all grades be 
considered?  Notifications at grade levels vs. classroom levels is less time consuming. 
 
The Board members agree and directed K-5 classroom level notification.   
They also agree to maintain 6-12 school-wide notifications status quo at this time. 
 
The justification at K-5 is due to the cohorting of specific groups.  All students within the cohort are 
deemed ‘contacts’ of a positive COVID case, even if not ‘close contacts’ for contract tracing purposes. 
This all-day interaction is unique to elementary level students and justifies the additional disclosure at the 
classroom level. No names will be used in the disclosure and such information will only be provided in a 
data-neutral manner.  Contract tracing at the secondary level and more timely updates to the Data 
Dashboard are topics for future discussion.   
 
Board Handbook:  The draft handbook was shared but was not discussed.  Board members were asked 
to send comments and suggested additions to the Clerk.  The goal is to have this finalized by the end of 
the year. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 12:35 p.m. 
 
 
 
Casey Morrisroe, Chair     Lynn Towne, Clerk 
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